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Welcome! Welcome to new students entering the orchestra program and welcome to old veterans returning. I hope you had a fabulous summer of fun, relaxation, and maybe a little bit of practice.  (    

Future 6th graders need to make sure, no matter what book they ended on, that they purchase the Essential Technique for Strings book, the OLD version, not the 2000 version. The quickest and most efficient way you can purchase this is by calling your rental company and asking them to deliver the book to Haines. Alternatively, you can visit a local music store. Most likely they will have to order it for you. 
On the first day of school, 6th graders do not need their instruments. They need to bring only a pencil and their schedule to class, 4A. Please make sure 6th grade students come to orchestra 4A and do not go to lunch first. Students will need their instruments the 2nd day of school (violins and violas only, I have instruments for the cello and bass players). 6th grade students who are in both band and orchestra should attend band on the first day, then orchestra the second day with their orchestra instruments. Students interested in joining choir will be invited to by Mrs. Mastalski later in the week, and will be given instructions then. Please note that due to the schedule, students are allowed to be in only two music classes, so students already in band and orchestra are not eligible to join choir.

7th and 8th graders need their instruments the first day of school. Band/Orchestra students go to band, and Choir/Orchestra students go to choir. 7th graders should purchase the gold book Advanced Technique for Strings, while 8th graders should already have this book.
Our schedule for the year is as follows: (mandatory events are in bold)

Thurs, Oct 2                  IMEA auditions @ Hill MS in Naperville

Sat, Nov 8                     IMEA festival @  Waubonsie Valley HS, Aurora

Tues, Nov 4

   Fall Orchestra Concert (all grade levels) @ Haines 
Thurs, Nov 18        8th grade only performance with STC North Orchestras @ North
???                               Winter Orchestra Concert (trying to get it scheduled at North)
Friday, March 20          Solo/Ensemble Contest @ North

Week of April 13-17     7/8th grades Instrument Demo Concerts at various grade schools

Tues, May 19                 Spring Orchestra Concert 7:00 pm @ Haines

Other field trips and a charity fundraiser are tentatively planned; you will know about them well in advance.
Practice records will start the second full week of school. The form is the same and can be printed off the website or gotten in the orchestra room.

A few Housekeeping Notes for Parents:

-PLEASE make sure your child’s instrument (violins and violas) has a nametag! Even with assigned locations for the students to keep their instruments, not everything gets put away and it’s a nightmare to figure out whose instrument is whose without a tag; those black plastic cases all look the same.

-Look for a handbook to come home during the first full week of school; please read it (or at least skim it) sign and return the form in the back.

-Note that a $50 instrument usage fee for cello and bass players is charged. I ask that you pay this in spring (away from the fall fees!) so I can use the money for maintenance on the school instruments over the summer. If a student is in both band and orchestra and also uses a school band instrument (trombone, baritone, tuba, bassoon, horn, percussion, any really big saxophone) only one fee will be charged. A letter will go home in May.
-Finally, PLEASE check the website frequently. You can register to receive an email notification every time something is added. This website includes band and choir, so you may get several notifications that do not pertain to orchestra. Everything I send home will be posted to the website, so if you are concerned about information getting squashed into the back of a locker, a weekly check would be a good idea. 
If you have any questions, feel free to email me at my school address, I’m checking it daily now. Enjoy the last few days of summer and I will see you soon!

Sandy Sebolt-Pogge
